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suggest that history has misunderstood Surrey's character and
conduct. If we forget tradition for the moment and reexamine
the ascertainable facts of Surrey's life, we find ourselves ques-
tioning the Dean's contention that Surrey at twenty-two years
of age "exceadeth [in his pride]/' as did Constantyne, who
asked, "What then? He ys wise for all that, as I heare. And
as for pride, experience will correcte [that] well inough. No
merveil though, a yonge man, so noble a mans sonne & heyre
apparante, be prowde; for we be to prowde ourselves withowt
those qualities." Moreover, if we study the ascertainable facts
of Surrey's life in the light of modern knowledge of his England,
we find that in so far as he was free to do so he may have acted
with sound judgment.
In examining Surrey's character and actions we must recall
that at the beginning of the sixteenth century the English laity,
nobles and commoners alike, knew too little of literature to be
bound by literary traditions. Consequently, in his literary ac-
tivities Surrey was free to accept what the Renaissance brought
and to treat the material as he would. But freedom of religious
opinion or of political action he did not have. Such matters
were rigidly determined in the sixteenth century, even more
than they are today, by the accident of one's birth. Surrey was
the eldest son and heir of the Duke of Norfolk, leader of the
old, conservative nobility and chief of the opponents of the
Reformation during the reign of Henry VIII. His father being
the defender of the traditional rights of England's peers and
the ancient jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic Church, Surrey's
birth placed upon him the duty of defending the prerogatives
and privileges of the old nobility against the encroachments of
the English Crown, and the religious training he received as a
child bound him to respect papal authority. He was born when
the time was out of joint. Cursed spite or no, his birth forced
him to attempt to set his world aright.
After asserting that Surrey's pride was justified and that he
"ys wise for all that," Constantyne reverted to the subject
which the travellers had been discussing and continued,
But I wold wish that he [the young Earl] should be one to be sent